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Collécting

Provoking talent and
eventful exhibitions

Anthony Haden
Guest
| THE ART MARKET

Mike Cockrill's painiings,
of view al Kent Gallery on
Blanhaitan’'s Wiost Zith
Strest, seem at first sight 1o
offer & glhimpss of & Norman

Hockwell-infecied American |

paf. Look more clossly,
thatagh, and ey seepa
in If Cockrill, wha can
handle a hrush with a rare
ald-achea] painterliness. I8
nrHlEr- T 1 think
it's Because his work

in sabverive - and ol
just standard bobemian
subwersive. ~| present

| he oollaborated with writer
Judd Hughes on The While
Papers, which used a
comic-book format o

| PRt recreiations of

I Ll sdamiginariens of
President Bennody and
John Lennon, These ane nod
the aubjects of an artlst
who nisslds o b lovel.
He followed these up with
somthEng even more

|
I
| warly. In tha early 1980s,
|

T, B0 juad abesl palel’

| My wife thinks that™s

disingenuos. [ say, 'l tokally
understand what he's
—

ReallyT 1 think 1 did it
for & lttle bit of shock
value "™ Ceckrill conpades.
=1 really wambed o see whhal
the viewer would think.™

A luter show featured the
littde girls and gans. The
girls are shooling clowns

=1 kmirw theat of | pamnbed
a soldier sheoling a civiliamn,
whilch 1o mve is the mosi
horrific imagery of the Binh
peniury, we've beooine
im0, Coclkrill says.
“Hut i yeouu draw an
adoratile child in her
Sundey dvess, shoollng a
chown. then 0K, tho gl
must have & roason’ So
now you're ssding with the

| authority, with the rifle.”

confrontatiosal paintings of

young girls, which, though
far from explofiative. ¢army
an ambiguous charge.

| Cockrill was on the end of

& bucket-load of bad

| pubbicity and his show was

L
:
g

eensibilities but nothing
gulie offended thein ke my
| work when | began painting
girls." He sdded: “They
were io do with my growing
| uip. The girls woere always

| lsughing about somelhing

| didn’ wederstand.”

Why plck sich kaded
subject matier!

*] think the same thing
applied to Balthus, Or even
Baoon. The suhject-matier
question,” Cosloril] says.
“Bacon demded the violenos
of hi paintings. He says,

Palitics has come roaring
baek in the biiest anveses,
which still s=em to plclure
& recend buil unimaginably

Mike Cockrill's
work has been
under-recognised
because of its
subversive nature

disant past. Ope fesiures o
soldier as Baiint Sebastlan

nudes. And the crities mads
& lbg Puss. It looked very
phallic. The French eritics
plcked up on everything,”
he adds. 00 course! [| wes
imbendsonal ~

Highly-charged arn (inged
wilh politics enghpes wilh
2% times and is coloursd by
them. What with e

ghasiliness n lrag and the
inerenaing coruption af
mpocence wia the interaet,

| Cocknillls anguished toying

| with the unacespiable
| seems timelier than ever.
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|




