CHARLES GAINES (b. 1944, Charleston, SC)

Absent Figures: Rainier (Ice Falls Files), 2000-2001
Found photography rephotographed
Dimensions variable
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Notes:

Absent Figures: Rainier (2000-01) is a work that is based on research into climbing accidents that have occurred on
Mount Rainier in Washington. In this work, selected images and texts collected from these archives are used to
produce a montage that reconstructs narratives or story boards that tell "chilling" experiences of victims of ice falls,
avalanches, falls, hypothermia and other tragedies. This is played out in images from Rainier culled from different
archives mostly unrelated to the specific event in each work. Printed over is a text that narrates a specific accident.
The mountain image produces a sentiment realized by the difference between its imponderable size and power and
the intimate scale of human effort. The disaster is a reminder of this uneven playing field. This use of the sublime
unpacks aesthetics as culturally driven by gaps in our understanding and not as a transcendental experience.
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